                                                                                             P.O. Box 83

                                                                                                 Wilmington 

                                                                                                 South Australia 5485

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to object to the proposed cutting of funds for the regional Digital Network which in the past has brought many Australian Movies and Arts events to Port Augusta Cinema. The events have always been fully supported by the local community and will be sorely missed if axed.

It appears that the present Government has pushed aside the rural sector in a number of ways and has no real concept of the needs of the rural community.

Without the funding for this network we will, once again be disadvantaged and deprived of the opportunity to participate in such cultural events as the musical ‘Keating’, monthly screenings of Australian films, the Opera screenings etc.

I implore you to reconsider the proposed funding cuts and give us a fair go

Sincerely

Chris and Sue O’Neill

To Whom it may Concern
 

I was shocked to hear that the funding may be cut to the big events and Australian movies which we have been fortunate to have seen at our local cinema
To me this has been just wonderful and our community here in Port Augusta have taken it on board  
It has been particularly beneficial to the older community who are not financial or physically able to travel to the city or near by areas to enjoy quality entertainment 
How crewel is it to give to pensioners and others the pleasure of going to the Theatre and being entertained and then to have this enjoyment taken away   
Some politicians should come and live in the country and experience what it is to go without.  
Yours    Pat Carter   Senior Citizen
Dear Port Augusta Cinema-

 

We were alarmed to hear the news that the Regional Digital Cinema films and events might come to an end. Over the last several years we have enjoyed such a wide variety of Australian movies and performances that we might otherwise have missed.

 

From Tropfest to Keating! to the Big Screen Festival and the monthly screening of Australian films we have had access to things that would normally not be seen in regional areas. Digital cinema has truly added depth and variety to the entertainment options we previously had. And with a focus on Australian productions, digital cinema has provided a welcome relief from the usual "blockbusters" with little or no Australian content.

 

It would be a huge shame to lose this variety in country and regional areas as we're aware that Port Augusta is not the only community that receives this service. Regional communities struggle to attract and retain people and surely having a  thriving local cinema offering a variety of films and performances is one small and simple way to make regional areas more attractive. Please pass on our concerns and if there is anything else we can do to help insure the future of digital cinema and the entertainment it provides us please let us know.

Regards,

Drew and Ruth Klee

PO Box 1932

Port Augusta SA 5700

To whom it may concern,
 

The Port Augusta City Council supports the Regional Digital Network, as this initiative has provided country people with an opportunity to experience a number of Australian movies and events, which they would normally not be able to access.    
It will be very disappointing if funding to this service is withdrawn, as it has definitely been appreciated by people living within this community and the surrounding region.    
 

It is hoped that serious consideration be given to continuing the funding towards the Regional Digital Network currently available through Cinema Augusta in Port Augusta.
 

Lee Heron
A/Director - Governance, Economic & Cultural Services
Port Augusta City Council 
Phone: (08) 8641 9115
Fax: (08) 8641 0357
Email: lheron@portaugusta.sa.gov.au
Web: www.portaugusta.sa.gov.au
Hi Michelle

Couldn’t believe the email when I received it – so sad if this happens.

During the past year or so we as a community have thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful entertainment, such as numerous Australian movies, the ballet and opera through the Regional Digital Network. This sort of entertainment is unreachable to a lot of people in the country and it was terrific to see the cinema full to capacity with young & old to enjoy the night of ballet or opera.

On leaving after the first ballet I overheard a couple of old ladies say that they would never have been able to travel to see such a spectacular evening and were so grateful it could be screened in Port Augusta.

It would be such a shame to loose these events from around Australia – I’m sure we could all pay a small cost towards retaining this venture.

Regards

 Robyn Place

The local cinema plays an extremely important role in creating a sense of community at Port Augusta. Schools, Pre-schools and Tafe are often staffed by young people who are new to the regional centre. The provision of leisure activities and opportunities for them to create a "social life" based in Port Augusta is vital to encourage them to stay and contribute to the regional centre. I would strongly encourage the funding body to consider the broader outcomes for rural Australia that result form the provision of the Cinema. In addition media and use of film is becoming and important part of curriculum and the cinema plays an important role in working with teachers to provide rich texts for student learning.  
cheers
Erica 

Hi Michelle, This email is to express Paul & my disappointment of the funding being cut to the Regional Digital Network.
I am originally from Adelaide & it is wonderful now to have so many choices of things to see. 
We introduced another 3 couples to the opera and Australian movies & all 6 of them are extremely sad that this funding may be cut. 
Please don’t cut funding & end something that is so enjoyable as it brings 'Big Smoke Services to the Regional Area". 

Being a centre for the Regional Network made us all proud to be part of Port Augusta's entertainment history.
Regards
Annette Davey
Alternative Choices
"Your home solution store"
140 Carlton Parade
PORT AUGUSTA SA  5700


Dear Drew,
    Thank for you for your email and informing us of what is to transpire re funding for Regional entertainment in our region.  Please forward on our letter so that we can be part of the hopefully large petition to save our Regional Digital Network funding.
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.
    

    The day Michelle and Roger Cole made a commitment to run the Port Augusta Cinema, the citizens of this City were truly blessed.  They have put their heart and soul into giving us much needed alternative entertainment apart from the current popular movies, which are enjoyed by cinema patrons.
  Films and shows, which in the past would never have graced our local screen have given us a broader genre.
The most exciting aspect is being part of the Regional Digital Network, which have given us the opportunity to view superb productions such as Black Balloon, Cactus, September The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, Opera Carmen and numerous more Australian films.  For many people, young and old  it was the first exposure to "real ballet" and "opera".  The support and excitement of these events was tremendous, not just locals, but people from neighboring towns and cities as well.  They live on vividly in our memories.
    "Shout" and "Keating" were equally well patronised and brought a great measure of pleasure to those who chose to attend.  
We personally, feel proud and honored to be part of this wonderful Regional initiative and no longer feel that we are a "Cultural Wasteland" which some city folk have dubbed us,  here at the Top of the Gulf.
    Yes, the almightily dollar needs to be stretched further and further in these challenging times, but because many people are under a cloud of uncertainty and feel a sense of doom and gloom, that is precisely why we need events to lift the spirits.  Please rethink your decision to axe funding for our Regional Digital Network arts events.   
    Sincerely
Sonja & Ron Laurence
 
To whom it may concern,
 
I am quite upset to hear that funding is to be cut for regional screenings of movies like the Australian Film Festival, which we recently experienced at the Port Augusta Cinema. My family saw the screening of Black Balloon, September, Napoleon and Children of the Silk Road and they were brilliant. We have a young family and are unable to get to Adelaide to see these wonderful screenings due to expense and distance.
I would like to voice my concern over the cutting of the Regional Digital Network and hope that regional areas can still experience such a cultural event into the future.
 
Regards,
Heidi Thoday
10 Glyde Street,
Port Augusta.
S.A.  5700.
 

Hi,  

I am writing to register my strong support for saving the Regional Digital Cinema Network and keeping culture and entertainment alive in country towns like Port Augusta. Australia is home to a great film industry and cultural calendar, but so often the sharing of these talents is limited to the big cities, particularly on the east coast.  With our regional communities shrinking due to drought and changing economies, and many suffering massive skills shortages, we need to do everything we can to attract and keep young professionals and workers in regional areas, and this definitely includes access to entertainment, the arts and culture. The Regional Digital Network has delivered this beautifully, and it would be a travesty to cut our access and create one more reason for the young people we need to keep our communities alive to leave for the big city. 

Good luck and thanks to Cinema Augusta,

Heather Sweeting 

Heather Sweeting

Economic Development Officer Flinders Ranges
Northern Regional Development Board
hsweeting@nrdb.com.au
Dear Drew and Michelle,

I'd like to write to express my sincere disappointment at the news that Port Augusta Cinema's funding for the Regional Digital Network is due to be cut.

This is a very special service for rural Australian communities and one which Port Augusta has passionately embraced.

The range and quality of events which Port Augusta Cinema has hosted over the last 12 months has been outstanding, from film festivals to locally made productions, from community events to truely inspiring national theatre productions.

 Historically rural communities often miss out on such events and so the digital network has been vital in bringing a wide breadth of superb and important productions to our region. 

To cut funding now would be a significant blow to our regions population. Michelle and all at Port Augusta Cinema have worked tirelessly to bring this exciting technology to our region and they've reaped the rewards of their hard work by achieving sell out audiences and rave reviews at many such events.I would urge those that fund the Regional Digital Network to reconsider funding this important service - one which has brought huge benefits to our community.

 Kind regards
Dr Andy Killcross, Port Augusta

To Regional Digital Network 
 
What a delight for people of Port Augusta, regional South Australia, to have the wonderful opportunities of viewing Big Screen weekend events, monthly screenings of Australian films and spectaculars like the ballet and opera in our own cinema theatre. 
With distance and isolation from city centres, country people can feel part of the world of culture and entertainment! 
Please continue to bring our worlds together like this, it is much appreciated.
 
From Lina Zannoni


 
