PAGE  
1

Comment on Stage 2 of Screen Australia’s review of operations from Liz Hughes

To Whom It May Concern,

Please find below my statement in response to the importance of the ICD Funding Program currently sitting under Marketing Support and Promotion at Screen Australia.

To have a vibrant film and digital media industry, it is vital to have organisations that showcase the best of international and Australia screen practice; that provide a focus for audiences to enjoy innovative films and digital media and to see the future trends for the industry; and that provide screen practitioners a high profile outlet to show their work, to gain media profile and to gauge an audience response.

The variety of films gaining distribution and release in cinemas in Australia has become increasingly limited over the past couple of decades.  The role of screen organisations has therefore become even more critical as they provide a distribution outlet for more innovative films and digital media which are vital as they inform the future direction of screen practice. What is innovative screen practice now, will inevitably become part of the mainstream in ten years time, and for the Australian film and digital media industry to thrive in the next couple of decades, innovative screen practice needs to be supported and shown.

As the leading Australian organisation showing and commissioning innovative digital media that is embraced by unprecedented audience numbers, Experimenta plays a critical role for the industry.  Experimenta drives the development of innovative screen practice through its commissioning program, its nationwide and international interactive media exhibitions embraced by 400,000 people from 2003 to 2007, its exhibitions of interactive media in public spaces, and its education of exhibiting organisations about digital media and how to support its production and exhibition.  

Experimenta as an organisation has undergone a period of record growth, this has been witnessed in a dramatic increase in audience numbers from 3,000 in 2001 to 75,745 in 2007 and extensive media attention and demand for our programming from venues nationally and internationally. However, the success of Experimenta is also due to the up take of digital media nationally and internationally and the fact that the Australian interactive media projects that Experimenta has commissioned are exceptional, unique and offer an experience that captures people’s imagination. Australia produces excellent digital media content and there is an opportunity for Australia to be known as the world leader in digital media content.

The funding that Experimenta receives through the Industry Cultural Development (ICD) fund is essential to support the organisation’s core operational costs and the organisation would not currently be able to provide such an excellent service to the industry without this support. Because of the support of the ICD fund, Experimenta has been able to attract additional funds from non-government partners and to provide opportunities for practitioners from private sources. Experimenta’s operations offer excellent value for money. If Experimenta were to receive additional funding from ICD, the organisation would be able to play an even more influential role to support the growth and profile of the digital media industry.

We look forward to a continued relationship with Screen Australia and to investigating a partnership should it be appropriate. We are available to discuss the future of the fund and to provide any further information as requested.

Regards,

Liz Hughes 

Executive Director 

Experimenta

