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Susan Ward, School of E.M.S.A.H, 

The University of Queensland.
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to Screen Australia’s Stage 2 Review.  
I am a researcher and lecturer with The University of Queensland.  I am currently employed under an ARC Discovery Grant as part of a research team mapping the transition of Australian television in the last decade and half to the complex multi-channel environment that we have today. This involves looking at the impact this has had on the development of new business models (including cross-platform capacities), identifying success stories, and developing standards in televisuality. I am particularly interested in Australian television as an internationalised industry; which means paying attention to industry practice at trade fairs, and to the various delivery channels and territories in which Australian film and TV content circulate internationally. I have also been teaching the subject of Australian film and television at both Griffith University and The University of Queensland to Australian and international students. Many of the students that I have taught have become practitioners within the industry.
Research & Statistics
I cannot emphasis too strongly the importance of Screen Australia’s published online material to my work; in particular the various policy research documents and published snapshots of the industry including Get the Picture, The National Survey of Feature Film and TV Drama Production, the statistics on DVD sales and Box Office returns. This material has been a valuable research & teaching resource. 
Suggestions

· As much as I understand the need for commercial confidentiality especially financial information, I am also interested in information that tracks the progress of individual titles overseas. I would like to see a reinstatement of the F.F.C.s recoupment statistics in some form that identifies and matches titles with the broadcasters and networks that either commission or pick up this content internationally.  

· There are many of us out there who are funded by the government and internal university grants to research the field of audio-visual production (including that delivered through mobiles and the internet) in the context of internationalisation and globalisation. We interview practitioners in the field, collate material from industry trade journals and produce research that hopefully provides useful insights into the way the content industries are developing. I suggest that one of the functions of Research & Statistics would be to track and broadcast publication details and abstracts on-line, of any academic material that may be relevant to Australian industries. In this way Screen Australia would be servicing the industry and the federal domain of research funding by making research publications more accessible to a broader readership. It would also provide another indicator for accessing the scholarly impact of research within the broader public domain. 
Marketing Support Program
Again market intelligence is useful to researchers as well as practitioners; but unlike the practitioners who can apply for travel support we have to fund these trips ourselves except for NAPTE which values academic input and will sponsor researchers to attend. Because there is an overlap of interests between industry and research interests it would be useful to publish online any understandings gained by attendees to international markets and trade fairs especially in relation to key industry players and process that are involved in developing and selling content (film, TV, or interactive) for international markets.
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