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MAKING

Around  
130 hours of 
children’s 
drama is 
produced 
annually, 
with TOTAL  
budgets of  
≈ $85m

Drama COST/HOur

tHERE IS  
PROPORTIONALLY 
MORE fOReign  
INVESTMENT IN  
children’s drama  
than ADULT DRAMA

Children 
aged 2–7

Children 
aged 8–14

Per cent with some Parental restrictions3

mainly content-related  
(age appropriate, educational)

Mainly time-related  
(amount and time of day)

Favourite Channels3

49%	 ABC2 26%	 ABC3
11%	 ABC3 10%	 Youtube
5%	 Disney Junior 8%	 Disney Channel
4%	Car toon Network 7%	Go !
4%	 Disney Channel 6%	Channel  7

Half of all children have watched TV shows online3

71% Have watched short clips online3

OPPORTUNITIES

10 dedicated 
channels across  
ABC and SUbscription TV 
(6 for younger children  
and 4 for older )

the three commercial 
free-to-air networks 
must broadcast   
260 hours  
‘C’ programs and  
130 hours  
‘P’ programs per year4

WATCHING 4 OF the top 5 favourite programs 
were Australian3

Why Kids like australian content3

Sources:  
1. 10-year average 2002/03 to 2011/12, Screen Australia production database
2. 5-year average 2007/08 to 2011/12, Screen Australia production database

Around a quarter to a third of children’s dramas are 
made as co-productions VS 1–2% adult drama

On Average Children’s 
drama accounted for  
21% of all hours  
and 30% of Budgets

10-Year average1

there IS 
PROPORTIONALLY 
LESS BROADCASTER 
INVESTMENT IN 
CHILDREN’S DRAMA 
THAN aDULT drama

Sources of finance

5-Year average, 2007/08–2011/122

3. Compiled by Screen Australia from research survey What’s On conducted by Jigsaw Strategic Research, on behalf of Screen Australia and the Australian Children’s Television Foundation; 
survey of 1060 children and their parents, 29 November 2012–11 December 2012. Questionnaire design informed by focus groups undertaken October 2012.

KIDs’
$661K

Telemovies

$1.7M
MINI-SERiES

$1.28M

Series/Serials 

$297K

aDULT TV DRAMA

Children’s PRogram prEFERences4

like 
programs 
made for 
children

like them 
best

✔

like shows 
with actors 
playing 
characters 

like them 
best

✔

48% 	Seeing places 
I recognise

43% Characters or  
people that remind me of myself  

or my friends

CHILDREN’s

ADULTS’

35%  
Foreign

29%  
B’casters

67%
b’casters

36%  
Other

26%  
other

7%

INTERNET

GAMES*TV

MOBILE

INTERNET

GAMES*TV

MOBILE

38% 
Stories that I think  

might happen to me or  
my friends

91% 87% 

54% 
46% 

34% Seeing people/actors  
I recognise

4. ACMA, Children’s Television Standards 2009
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Adults’

Children’s

Adults’

Children’s

10-yr Av.
$197M (70%)
$84M (30%)

10-yr Av.
491 HRS (79%)
128 HRS (21%)
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