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Producer Offset for Film Production
in Australia
Application for Provisional Certificate

	Submitting your application

Please send your application, including all attachments, to:

Screen Australia

Producer Offset and Co-production Unit
Level 4, 150 William Street
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011

Phone: +61 8113 1042
Fax: +61 2 8113 5999    Toll free: 1800 213 099



Please supply one hard copy and one electronic copy of the entire application including all attachments.

Please ensure all paperwork requested on the checklist at the back of the application form is supplied. Projects will not be assessed until a complete application is received.

Please do not submit application in plastic sleeves.

Please allow 5–6 weeks for a complete application to be assessed by the 
Producer Offset and Co-production Unit.

For detailed information about the Producer Offset, visit
www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset 

Application Fees 

Applications will not be assessed until the application fee has been paid.

For further information please see page 3 of this form.

	O     SCREEN AUSTRALIA USE ONLY

	Date of Receipt:

	Reference No:


[image: image2.jpg]SCREAN

Australian Government




APPLICATION FOR PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE

FOR THE PRODUCER OFFSET FOR FILM & TELEVISION PRODUCTION IN AUSTRALIA

The Australian Government has introduced the Producer Offset to provide an additional financial incentive for the production of films in Australia. The Producer Offset’s eligibility requirements are designed to encourage support for the Australian film industry.
Please note that throughout this application form, the term ‘Film’ is used to include feature films, telemovies, television series, documentaries and animation.

Guidelines are available online at www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset and should be read before completing this form.

Also available online is the At a Glance document – a quick reference guide to the Producer Offset. This document is a combination of a glossary of terms and definitions, with some summary statements of what is QAPE and what is non-QAPE.

Subject to the terms of the legislation the Film must fulfil the Significant Australian Content (SAC) requirements for the purposes of the Producer Offset.

A Film is ineligible if it is an advertising program, a commercial, a discussion program, a quiz program, a panel program, a variety program, a film of a public event, a training film, a computer game, a news or current affair program or a reality program.

	The applicant is advised to monitor qualifying Australian production expenditure (QAPE) and eligibility thresholds during production of a project to ensure that QAPE does not drop below the required expenditure levels and render the project ineligible.


Provisional certification is not a prerequisite for a Final Certificate. An application for a Provisional Certificate may be for SAC only or for both SAC and QAPE (that is, you may request that Screen Australia do not assess your estimated QAPE).

	Does the applicant wish Screen Australia to assess its estimated QAPE 
[Subsection 376-65(6) of the legislation, Section 4 of this Application]?  
        FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES         FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO 


The Provisional Certificate will certify under rule 13 of the Producer Offset Rules 2007 that the conditions set out in subsections 376-65 (2) to (6) of the Act will be met, or are likely to be met, if the Film is completed in accordance with the information supplied in the application.

Producer Offset website

http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset
Guidelines

http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset/offset-documents/Offset_guidelines_july08.pdf
At a Glance

http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset/offset-documents/Offset_At_A_Glance_Sep08.pdf
Guidance on Significant Australian Content

http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset/offset-documents/sac_guidance.pdf  
	Section 1
	APPLICANT INFORMATION


Note: the fields in this form expand as you type in answers. You can use the tab key to jump to the next field.
	Project Title:      


FEES

The following Application Fees apply for Producer Offset Provisional Certificate Applications (including GST):

· $110 – if budget total is less than $1m

· $550 – if budget total is $1m to less than $5m

· $1,100 – if budget total is $5m to less than $15m

· $2,200 – if budget total is $15m to less than $30m

· $3,850 – if budget total is $30m or more

· Reconsideration Fee:   $220

All payments must be made by EFT before the application is submitted to the POCU. Applications will not be assessed until the payment has been received.  

Please include a print out of the transaction statement with your application materials (as per check list).  
Applicants should include the following information in the “reference” field section of the transfer: [OFF_(applicant company)_(project title)]     (eg OFF_AAA Pty Ltd_Bob’s Farm)

EFT Details are:

	Account Name:
	Screen Australia – General Account

	BSB Code:
	06 2018

	Account Number:
	1022 5528



	Financial Institution:  
	Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA)



	Branch Address:
	Corner Park & Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000




	Has the applicant paid the application fee?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES

	Reference Number of EFT Transaction:
	     


	Full name of Applicant Company (registered name please):      
ABN:      

	Registered address:

     
Business/Mailing address:
     
Address to send Provisional Certificate to:
     
	Contact person:      
Role of contact person:       

	
	Business phone:      

	
	Mobile phone:      

	
	Email:      

	
	Fax:      


	Names of Company Directors
	Nationality of Directors
	Places of residence for the past 2 years if not Australia
	Address of Company Directors

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	Beneficial owners of shares in the Applicant Company
	Nationality of beneficial owners
	Places of residence for the past 2 years if not Australia
	% beneficial interest in the Company

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	Is the applicant company acting in the capacity of a trustee of a trust?       FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO




	Please advise the place of incorporation of the Company:      


	Please state the ultimate holding Company:      


	Is the applicant likely to incur expenditure on the Film as a foreign resident?        FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO 

If so:

(a) Please state the estimated total amount of the expenditure: $     
(b) Please state the period or periods during which the expenditure is likely to be incurred:      
(c) Please state the period or periods during which the applicant is likely to lack either a permanent establishment in Australian or an ABN:      



	Please provide details of the production company for the Film if not the applicant company above (for example will you be setting up an SPV)
Full Name of Production Company:      
ABN:      

	Registered address:      
Business/Mailing Address:      
	Contact person:      

Role of contact person:       

	
	Business phone:      

	
	Mobile phone:      

	
	Email:      

	
	Fax:      


8

	Names of Company Directors
	Nationality of Directors
	Places of residence for the past 2 years if not Australia
	Address of Company Directors

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	If applicable, please attach details of any prior outgoing production companies.


	Section 2
	PRODUCTION INFORMATION


	1. PROJECT INFORMATION


	Title:      


	Format (one only can be marked):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Feature film

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Single-episode program

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Single-episode program, documentary

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Short Form Animation                              No. of Episodes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Series (or season), drama/animation        No. of Episodes             Episode numbers (1–65)*     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Series (or season), documentary              No. of Episodes             Episode numbers (1–65)*     

Filming format:          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Film           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Digital                             

Specify if the project is an official co-production:          FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
 
* This means that if you have previously produced 13 episodes of the same series, the episode numbers in this application would be 14+.


PLEASE NOTE: The Producer Offset & Co-production Unit may require viewing material for a project for assessment purposes. We may request multiple DVD copies of the finished film, if available, or alternatively if the film has not been completed at Provisional Certificate stage, DVD copies of any material you may be able to provide which represents the proposed film e.g. a prior season of a series. We will contact you after your application has been lodged if this is required.
	Duration of Film

For a Film that is a feature film, total running time (in minutes):      
For a Film which is not a feature film:

No. of episodes:       x actual episode length       mins = total actual running time:       mins

      actual total hours =       commercial hours

For example:

No. of episodes: 6 x actual episode length 22 mins = total actual running time: 132 mins

2.2 actual total hours = 3 commercial hours




	Briefly describe the synopsis of the proposed film:

     
Please also supply a one-page synopsis. If the Film is a series, a synopsis of the series must be provided. If the Film is a season of a series, a synopsis of the season must be provided.


	i. Where a series is related in some way to a previous series there must be a significant new creative concept in the new series. State details (on a separate sheet) of whether the series has substantially different characters, settings, production locations and individuals involved in the making of this series than any other or previous series.

ii. State details (on a separate sheet) of creative similarities and differences between the current series or season and any previous series.


Please note that for a series the criteria of section 376-65 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 must be met.
	2. DATES


	Date of commencement of principal photography (or for an animated film, the date the production of the animated image commenced):                                                         

           


	Date of anticipated completion of the project (see the ‘At a Glance’ document for definition of completion):      


	Date of anticipated application for a Final Certificate of Eligibility:      



	Please state the Production schedule and whether any stage of the Production will take place outside Australia. (Please list below.)



	Production Phase: 
	Total weeks of each production stage
	Weeks in Australia
(please note state/territory)
	Weeks outside Australia
 (if applicable)
	Name offshore

location

(if applicable)

	Research & Development
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Pre-production
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Principal Photography
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Post-production: Edit
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Post-production: Sound
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Post-production: CGI
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Post-production: Music
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Post-production: Mix
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Total Post-production* 

* This may not be a cumulative total of the above as some tasks may be undertaken at the same time.


	     
	     
	     
	     

	Total number of production weeks:
	     
	     
	     
	


	State reasons for offshore production (eg ‘official co-production’):

     
If the project is an ‘official co-production’, you must supply a copy of the agreement between the co-producers of the film and evidence from the relevant Commonwealth and from the relevant foreign country that the film is certified as an official co-production.


	Section 3
	SIGNIFICANT AUSTRALIAN CONTENT


	1. CHAIN OF TITLE AND UNDERLYING RIGHTS


	State the owner of the option on the material:      
Nationality:      
Place of residence for last 2 years, if not Australia:      


	State the name of the credited Scriptwriter (if there is more than one, please supply details on a separate sheet):      
Nationality:      
Place of residence for last 2 years, if not Australia:      


	Is the work an original work by the Scriptwriter?                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

	If the answer is NO, please set out below the information relating to the underlying work.

1. Format of source material (eg newspaper, article, book, short story, play):      
2. Title of source material:      
3. Author of source material:      
4. Nationality of source material author:      
5. Place of residence for the last 2 years of source material author, if not Australia:      
Please supply copy of source material. 


	Is the work rewritten from a previous script (not a previous draft)?                    FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO         

	If the answer is YES, please set out below the information relating to the previous script.

1. Title of original script:      
2. Date of original script:      
3. Scriptwriter of original script:      
4. Nationality of scriptwriter of original script:      
5. Place of residence for the last 2 years of original scriptwriter, if not Australia:      
6. Please state whether the author of the original script will receive a credit on all copies of the film, and what that credit will be:      
Please supply copy of the previous script. 


	Has any expenditure on development of the project or script been incurred outside Australia? 
                                                                                                                           FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
Has any expenditure on development been incurred by a company acting in the capacity of a trustee of a trust?








        FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES         FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
Please supply evidence and dates of such expenditure on a separate sheet.**
**Note that expenditure on development outside of Australia is excluded from QAPE, as is any expenditure prior to 1 July 2007 and any expenditure incurred by a company acting in the capacity of a trustee of a trust.


	2. CREW


	Name(s) of the Executive Producer(s) (ie credited as ‘Executive Producer’ on the finished film)
	Nationality
	Residency last 2 years

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


	Name(s) of the Producer(s) (ie credited as ‘Producer’ on the finished film)
	Nationality
	Residency last 2 years

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


	Name(s) of the Director(s) (ie  credited as ‘Director’ on the finished film)
	Nationality
	Residency last 2 years

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


	Please provide a list of proposed key production personnel with name, nationality and residency for the past 2 years. If you are unable to supply names you MUST provide proposed nationality and residency. This list must include a minimum of the following:


	Personnel
	Name
	Nationality
	Residency

	DOP 
	     
	     
	     

	Editor
	     
	     
	     

	Production Designer
	     
	     
	     

	Composer
	     
	     
	     

	CGI/VFX Producer/Supervisor
	     
	     
	     

	Costume Designer
	     
	     
	     

	Sound Recordist
	     
	     
	     

	Options for documentaries:

	Special Photography
	     
	     
	     

	Researcher
	     
	     
	     

	Options for animation:

	Animation Director
	     
	     
	     

	Storyboard Artist
	     
	     
	     


	3.  CAST


	List the nationality of the Principal Characters portrayed in the script (not actual cast). If the project is a documentary or animation, please supply nationality of on-screen presenters or voice characters:


	Character name
	Nationality of character

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


	Please provide a list of proposed key cast with name, nationality and residency for the past 2 years. If you are unable to supply names you MUST provide nationality and residency. Please mark Principal Actors with a ‘p’.


	Character
	Cast Member Name
	Nationality
	Residency

	1.      
	     
	     
	     

	2.      
	     
	     
	     

	3.      
	     
	     
	     

	4.      
	     
	     
	     

	Option for documentaries:

	Narrator
	     
	     
	     

	On-screen presenter
	     
	     
	     

	Option for animation:

	1. Lead voice
	     
	     
	     

	2. Lead voice
	     
	     
	     

	3. Lead voice
	     
	     
	     

	4. Lead voice
	     
	     
	     


	4.  SETTING


	If applicable, list non-Australian on screen settings (not filming locations), including fictional settings, portrayed in the film and where they will be shot. 



	Description of non-Australian setting
	Filming location: 
local or foreign
(for local, please include state/territory)
	Weeks on filming location
	Proportion of Film on screen set outside Australia 
(ie story)

	
	
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	5.  CREATIVE CONTRIBUTION, RECOUPMENT AND RETURNS


	Please state who will have creative rights, including the right to be consulted, to veto, or to give approval with respect to the script, cast, crew, music, sound mix, budget items and final cut in the Film and provide details below. 
Please supply supporting relevant documents setting out creative rights and recoupment for any non-Australian residents.


	Name
	Nationality
	Residency for last 2 years
	Approvals

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	Please state who will share in the recoupment from the exploitation of the Film and provide details below.                             


	Name
	Nationality
	Residency last 2 years
	Details of profit share

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	Beneficial owners of copyright in the Film
	Nationality of beneficial owners
	Places of residence for the past 2 years if not Australia
	% beneficial copyright in the Film

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


	Section 4
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


	1. INELIGIBILITY BY PREVIOUS CERTIFICATION (must be completed by all applicants)


	In relation to this production, if the answer is YES to any of the following questions, the production will be ineligible for the Producer Offset tax incentive.

1.
Has the applicant, or any investor in the film claimed a deduction in relation to copyright in the film


under Division 10B of Part III of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936?         FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
2.
Has a Final Certificate for the film been issued at any time under Division 10BA of Part III of the 

             Income Tax Assessment Act 1936?                                                                 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO 
3.
Has a certificate been issued for the Location Offset or the PDV Offset?        FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
4.
Has the applicant or anyone else received investment in the Film from a Film Licensed Investment Company (FLIC)? 
                                                                                                FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
5.
Has the applicant received production assistance (including equity investment and production 


grants) from the Film Finance Corporation, the Australian Film Commission, Film Australia or 


the Australian Film Television and Radio School, prior to 1 July 2007 (ie was the first draw down 


pre July 2007)?


 

                               FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO 
6.
Has the applicant received any payments from the Producer Equity Program (PEP) for this film?

                                                                                                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO     

Please supply a copy of any 10BA Application Form or Provisional 10BA Certificate.

	


	Please note answering YES to any of the following questions does not mean that the production will be ineligible for the Producer Offset tax incentive.

1.
Has a Provisional Certificate for the Film been issued at any time under Division 10BA of Part III         
of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936?                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
2.
Has an application been made for a certificate for the Location Offset or the PDV Offset? 
                                                                                                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO



	2. STATE GOVERNMENT REBATES AND REFUNDS


	Will the applicant access any State Government rebates or refunds (including offsets and excluding production investment) in relation to the production of the Film?  

                  FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  

If yes, give details of such rebates or refunds rights below:


	State Government:      

	Contact:      
	Title:      

	Phone:      
	Email:      

	
Please supply documents showing applicable QAPE, as any State Government Rebates or refunds will only be QAPE applicable as the net amount.


	3. BUDGET – TO BE COMPLETED IF QAPE IS NOT BEING ASSESSED BY THE PRODUCER OFFSET AND CO-PRODUCTION UNIT (see page 1)


	Estimated QAPE
	AUD$      
	

	Threshold for format 
	AUD$      
	AUD$                       per hour                   

	Please supply a copy of the Total Budget and a QAPE spreadsheet (available from www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset) which must be in Australian dollars. This budget should be in the standard Australian A-Z structure available from Screen Australia or EP format. The A-Z budget template already incorporates a QAPE spreadsheet.
.


	4. FINANCE SOURCES


	Please indicate finance sources (if known). Please note, should your film enter production, you will be contacted to confirm this at a later date. This information is sought for the purposes of preparing anonymous statistics on the Producer Offset’s operation.
For Offset cash flow, please indicate method(s) used to cashflow Producer Offset.

	* For type of finance please indicate: equity investment, distribution advance/guarantee, licence fee/presales, etc.


	Offset cash flow (note method of cashflowing Offset)

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     

	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	Direct Government (include Screen Australia, state agencies, film festivals, etc)

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     

	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	Broadcaster (include any presales, equity or licence fees from national, commercial and subscription broadcasters)

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     

	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	Film/TV production company 

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     

	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	Distribution company/Sales agent 

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     

	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	Producer/Director/Writer own funds (include deferrals)

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     

	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	Private or Other 

	
	Name of Source
	Type of finance*
	Amount (AUD)

	Australia
	     
	     
	     


	Overseas
	     
	     
	     


	   TOTAL BUDGET:  
	     


Please attach a separate schedule in this format outlining your finance plan if there is insufficient space above.

	Section 5
	DISTRIBUTION FOR FEATURES AND NON FEATURES


	In order to qualify for the Producer Offset the Film must be:

1. Produced for exhibition to the Australian public in a cinema or by way of television broadcasting; or

2. Produced for distribution to the Australian public as a video recording (whether on tapes, digital video discs or otherwise).


1. DISTRIBUTION FOR NON-FEATURE FILMS
	At the Final Certificate stage the applicant will need to provide evidence that the program is commercially available to the Australian public (eg fully executed licence agreement with an Australian broadcaster/distribution agreement).

However, if any relevant agreements are available, please attach them to this application.


2. DISTRIBUTION FOR FEATURE FILMS (INCLUDING FEATURE DOCUMENTARY)
	Do you wish Screen Australia to consider whether the applicant has a demonstrated bona fide intention to make a feature film? 









    FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES          FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

If the answer is ‘no’, this will have to be satisfied at final certification.


You should note that a fully executed agreement for theatrical distribution of a film from a recognised theatrical distributor with a track record in Australia will be required for Screen Australia to be satisfied that the project has a bona fide intent for theatrical release. All projects will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

(Please note this is not a condition of provisional certification and only applicable if the applicant would like Screen Australia to confirm the intent to theatrically distribute at the Provisional Certificate stage.)

3. DISTRIBUTION AGREEMENT (FOR FEATURE FILMS ONLY)
	Please outline any negotiations held to date with theatrical distributors and/or exhibitors and attach any agreements:

     



4. SALES (FOR FEATURE FILMS ONLY)
	Is a sales agent been currently attached to the project?                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO                 

If yes, please attach details.


5. RELEVANT RIGHTS (FOR FEATURE FILMS ONLY)
	Have all Australian cast members been engaged / will all cast members be engaged under the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA) Australian Feature Film Agreement (AFFA) and will relevant feature film rights/buyouts be paid?                                                                                                                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  


Please note individual cast contracts may be requested at Final Certification.




	Have all agreements with cast members / will all agreements with cast members ‘buy out’ the following rights (within the meaning of the AFFA)?                                                                                                       FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

· World Theatrical Rights
· Australian Free Television Rights
· Australian Ancillary Rights
· World Television (excluding US Network)
· World Ancillary Rights.
If not, please attach a schedule outlining which rights have not / will not be purchased, and the reasons for this.


6. STOCK (FOR FEATURE FILMS ONLY)
	On which format is the film being shot (35mm, 16mm, HD, Imax)?       


	On which format will the film be finished?       


	How many release prints have been budgeted?      


7. CREDITED PERSONNEL (FOR FEATURE FILMS ONLY)
	Please attach feature film credit lists for the following personnel:

· Producer

· Writer

· Director

· ATL cast.


8. FESTIVALS/INVESTMENT (FOR FEATURE FILMS ONLY)
	Has the film been accepted into any festivals?                                                                       FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

If yes, please attach details.  


	Have any private investors, State or Federal agencies or Australian film festivals committed to invest in the project as a feature film?                                                                                                                         FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES           FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

If yes, please attach details. 


	Section 6
	QUALIFYING AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION EXPENDITURE


	The Producer Offset is:

(i)  40% of Qualifying Australian Production Expenditure incurred on a feature film;

(ii) 20% of Qualifying Australian Production Expenditure incurred on films that are not feature films.

THIS SECTION IS OPTIONAL FOR COMPLETION (see page 1).


	1. THRESHOLDS


	Format
	QAPE threshold
	Minimum per hour of QAPE

	Feature Film   
	AUD$500,000
	Not applicable

	Single episode program, drama
	AUD$500,000
	Not applicable

	Single episode program, documentary
	AUD$500,000
	AUD$250,000 per hour

	Series (or season), drama
	AUD$1 million
	AUD$500,000 per hour

	Series (or season), documentary
	AUD$500,000
	AUD$250,000 per hour

	Short Form animation
	AUD$250,000
	AUD$1 million


	You must provide a provisional QAPE spreadsheet in the Screen Australia format with your application form. The spreadsheet should clearly and separately indicate which expenditure will be QAPE and which expenditure if any is non-QAPE. The spreadsheet is available on the Screen Australia website at www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset 


	If the production is a documentary series (4 x 26 minutes = 104 minutes), the average per hour qualifying spend must be calculated by dividing the total QAPE of the series by the actual total length of the episode in hours:

Example 1:          Total QAPE of series                   $850,000               = $491,329 per hour   


                  Duration of the film                     104 mins (1.73 hours)                                        

 



                      

Therefore, this documentary series would pass the minimum QAPE threshold spend of $500,000 and the minimum QAPE spend per hour of $250,000.


	If the production is a drama series, the average per hour qualifying spend must be calculated by dividing the total QAPE of the series by the actual total length of the series (eg 22 eps x 24 mins) in hours:

Example 2:           Total QAPE of series                    $6,500,000               = $738,636 average per hour QAPE

                             Duration of the series                 528 mins (8.8 hrs)

Therefore, this series would pass the minimum total QAPE threshold spend of $1,000,000 and the minimum per hour QAPE threshold of $500,000.


	2. YOUR BUDGET


	Production Expenditure (total budget)
	AUD$      
	

	Estimated QAPE
	AUD$      
	

	Threshold for format
	AUD$      
	AUD$       per hour 

	Please supply a copy of the Total Budget and a QAPE spreadsheet (available from www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset) which must be in Australian dollars. This budget should be in the standard Australian A-Z structure available from Screen Australia or EP format. The A-Z budget template already incorporates a QAPE spreadsheet.



	3. RELATED PARTY EXPENDITURE


Related party expenditure is defined as expenditure by a party (individual or group) who is related in some way to the initial party. A related party could include a family member or relative, stockholder, or a related corporation.

Please outline below (or attach a list of) any anticipated related party expenditure that will be incurred in the making of this film (eg EP/Producer fees, editing facilities, camera hire etc). 

	Role/Service 
	Proposed Fee

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


Please note that as part of the Final Certificate assessment, all charges from related parties will be examined to ensure they are ‘commercially reasonable’ (ie that you were dealing with each related party as if they had been an ‘arm’s length’ entity, not related to you). (See Legislative reference 376-175.) Please also note that if related party charges total in excess of approximately 50% of the claimed QAPE for a project, applicants will be required  (at the Final Certificate stage) to present the detailed general ledger for each related company that incurred costs (for that particular film). Quotes from arm’s length suppliers will be requested on a case by case basis.

Please also note that the 50% threshold is a guide only. Screen Australia reserves the right to request detailed general ledgers where related party expenditure is less than 50% of claimed QAPE on a case by case basis.

Final Certificate applications reporting lump sum payments made to related companies will not be accepted.
	4. DEPRECIATING ASSETS


Please outline below (or attach a list of) any Depreciating Assets that are owned by, or will be purchased by, the applicant company and used for the making of the film (eg camera/editing equipment/sound equipment etc). Any assets owned and used by the applicant company will need to be depreciated according to tax law, and it is the depreciation of these assets, attributable to their use in the making of the film, that will be QAPE. It is important to note that this amount may differ to the rental fee for these items as they appear in your budget. For further information please refer to the Depreciating Assets Fact Sheet available on the Screen Australia website at the following link http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/producer_offset/
List of Depreciating Assets

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


	5. FOREIGN CURRENCY


	If the applicant incurs any expenditure in a foreign currency (regardless of whether that expenditure was QAPE or non-QAPE), all expenditure in a foreign currency must be converted into Australian dollars. 
Please refer to the final QAPE spreadsheet or the ‘At a Glance’ document for further information on how foreign currency is required to be reported at the Final Certificate Stage.


	Section 7
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


	1. STATUTORY DECLARATION


The applicant must complete a Statutory Declaration to accompany the application certifying that the content of the application is true and correct. (See Attachment A for pro-forma Statutory Declaration.)
Section 8 of the Commonwealth of Australia Statutory Declarations Act 1959 requires a Statutory Declaration to be made before a prescribed person.

A full list of prescribed persons before whom a Statutory Declaration may be made and the legislation governing this provision can be sourced online from the Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department at www.ag.gov.au/www/agd/agd.nsf/page/Statutory_declaration 
	2.  CONFIDENTIALITY


Please note that all information provided by the applicant will be held by the Producer Offset and Co-production Unit at Screen Australia on a strictly commercial-in-confidence basis. Some information may be provided to the Office for the Arts in the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Australian Taxation Office and the Screen Australia Board in accordance with tax secrecy provisions. These parties will be bound to treat all such information as commercial-in-confidence.

Signature of Applicant(s) 
________________________________________
Date ________________________


________________________________________
Date ________________________
Statutory Declaration
Attachment A
I __________________________________________________________________________,
(Authorised applicant’s name, address and office held)

do solemnly and sincerely declare on behalf of ______________________________________
(Name of applicant company)

that this Statutory Declaration is made for Rule 17 of the Producer Offset Rules 2007 and that the information contained in the application for a Provisional Certificate, and the documents attached to it, is correct and true in every particular and I make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959, and subject to the penalties provided by that Act for the making of false statements in statutory declarations, conscientiously believing the statements contained in this declaration to be true in every particular.

Signature of applicant _________________________

Declared at _________________________________

On the ___________ day of ____________________ 

Before me,

Signature __________________________________

Name  ____________________________________

(please print full name)  
Qualification ________________________________

Address ___________________________________



___________________________________
Note: A penalty of imprisonment for four years applies to the offence of making a false statement 
in a Statutory Declaration.


A full list of prescribed persons before whom a Statutory Declaration may be made and the legislation governing this provision can be sourced online from the Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department at: www.ag.gov.au/www/agd/agd.nsf/page/Statutory_declaration
	Section 8
	DOCUMENTS TO BE ATTACHED TO AN APPLICATION FOR ELIGIBILITY

	The application will not be processed until all applicable documentation has been received. 

Section 1 documentation

1. Proof of Australian permanent residence of applicant (eg ASIC company extract) including ABN, certificate of company registration, registered addresses, names and addresses of directors and company shareholding.

      Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     

2.   Any agreement relating to the transfer of film production responsibility from a previous production company or companies.

Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
       

3.   Fees – a print out of the transaction statement confirming the application fee has been paid

Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     

Section 2 documentation

1.   Copy of the script; copy of the source material (if applicable); copy of previous script (if applicable).                                               

       Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
        

2.    All documents relating to the Chain of Title and underlying rights.                  

       Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     

3.    If applicable, details of development expenditure carried out by a person not a resident of Australia.

 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
       

Section 3 documentation 

1.   One-page synopsis or outline of episodes if the project is a series.

      Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     
2.   If applicable, a copy of the letter of approval for co-production status issued by Screen Australia or the predecessor agency, the Australian Film Commission. Please note that Screen Australia will consult the 
co-production application files held in relation to the project.

      Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
       
3.   List of Key Crew (if not supplied on the Application Form).

      Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
       
4.   List of Lead Cast (if not supplied on the Application Form).

      Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Relevant documents relating to creative contribution, recoupment and returns.

      Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     
6.   If applicable, justification for non-Australian elements.

Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

Section 4 documentation

1.    Full budget. 


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     
2.    If applicable, copy of State Government incentives, rebates or offsets.

 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

3.    If applicable, copy of 10B or 10BA Application Form and Provisional Certificate.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable  FORMCHECKBOX 

4.    If applicable, a finance plan for the film.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable  FORMCHECKBOX 




	Section 5 documentation

1.    If available, evidence of Distribution/Transmission/Broadcast Agreement or Deal Memo.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

2.    If applicable, evidence of attachment of foreign sales agent.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    


3.    If applicable, information regarding rights buyouts of performers.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

4.    If applicable, credits of key creatives and cast.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

5.    If applicable, information regarding investment in project on the basis of it being a feature film.


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

Section 6 documentation

1.    Spreadsheet setting out QAPE and non-QAPE. 
       (Only applicable if QAPE is being assessed – see page 1.)


 Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

2. List of anticipated related party expenditure

       Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

3. List of anticipated Depreciating Assets that will be used for the making of the film

       Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     Not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 
    

Section 7 documentation

1.    Statutory Declaration certifying that all information provided is true and correct. 
       Attached    FORMCHECKBOX 
     

PLEASE NOTE: The Producer Offset & Co-production Unit may require viewing material for a project for assessment purposes. We may request multiple DVD copies of the finished film, if available, or alternatively if the film has not been completed at Provisional Certificate stage, DVD copies of any material you may be able to provide which represents the proposed film e.g. a prior season of a series.

We will contact you after your application has been lodged if we require this material.
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