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Vice and Screen Australia announce Pitch Australiana winner 
  
Wednesday 27 March 2019: Youth media company VICE and Screen Australia have today announced 
Burlesque Blokes as the winner of the annual pitching competition Pitch Australiana held at the Australian 
International Documentary Conference (AIDC) in Melbourne earlier this month. The creators will receive 
$50,000 in production funding for a short form documentary commission to be released through VICE’s global 
digital network, and broadcast on local TV channel SBS VICELAND. 
 
Directed by Isaac Elliott from the Northern Territory and produced by Lucy Knox from Victoria, Burlesque 
Blokes is an observational documentary that follows a group of male erotic entertainers as they go on tour. 
The documentary strips back the world of male entertainers; introducing the men behind the fantasy and the 
women who attend. It explores both the gruelling schedules and how the performers navigate consent in-the-
moment with female participants. Burlesque Blokes looks at the personal toll their work has on their 
relationships, self-image and the financial realities of working in one of the only industries where in their 
experience, male performers are paid far less than their female counterparts. 
 
Director Isaac Elliott and producer Lucy Knox said: “We are really excited to work with VICE and Screen 
Australia and are grateful to be given the opportunity to add a new chapter to the Australiana series.” 
  
“Burlesque Blokes opens the curtains on an often misunderstood industry, delving into the lives of a group of 
male burlesque performers as they take their stage show from Melbourne to regional Australia. We’re excited 
to explore this world and the gender politics tied to it, while telling an entertaining story full of heart, hard 
work and an abundance of washboard abs.” 
 
Pitch Australiana is an annual competition that provides early career Australian filmmakers an opportunity to 
collaborate with VICE in telling a story that has been overlooked by mainstream media.   
 
“Pitching a project live in front of a panel of representatives from VICE, Screen Australia, and the 
documentary community in a public forum at a major documentary conference is no easy feat,” said Head of 
Documentary at Screen Australia Bernadine Lim. “Isaac Elliott and Lucy Knox really seized this opportunity 
and presented an insightful documentary that opens a door into a divisive profession revealing the unique 
challenges faced by those working within it. I congratulate all those who pitched in the forum and look 
forward to seeing this project on VICE later this year.” 
 
Katy Roberts, Head of Video at VICE Australia said, “There was an incredibly strong set of finalists pitching 
at AIDC this year, so credit to them all — they made the decision difficult. We're particularly excited about 
Isaac and Lucy's winning documentary pitch, and know it will throw a unique and dynamic lens onto the 
ongoing Australiana series. Thanks to Screen Australia and AIDC for partnering with us again to make this 
possible.” 
 
BURLESQUE BLOKES CREATIVE TEAM 
 
Isaac Elliott (Director) 
Isaac’s filmmaking career began by filming motorcycle races and editing short event documentaries - leading 
him to produce the feature documentary Finke: There and Back about the Alice Springs cross country 
motorbike race. Isaac’s short films have won awards including the ATOM award and a finalist position in the 
Lexus Australia Short Film fellowship in 2017. 
 
Lucy Knox (Producer) 
Lucy Knox is a Master of Fine Arts graduate from the Victorian College of the Arts, who has directed and 
produced shorts which have screened at festivals including Melbourne International Film Festival, Sydney Film 
Festival and Palm Springs Film Festival. Lucy’s 2018 short doc, Last Man Standing, screened at Sheffield 
DocFest, Tropfest Australia and the Museum of Modern Art in New York. As a director, she has won an 
Australian Director’s Guild Award for her short An Act of Love. 

http://twitter.com/ScreenAustralia
http://www.linkedin.com/company/screen-australia
mailto:jessica.parry@screenaustralia.gov.au
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/
http://www.facebook.com/screen.australia/
http://www.instagram.com/screenaustralia/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/the-screen-guide/t/finke--there---back-2018/34224
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/the-screen-guide/t/last-man-standing-2018/37401
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Burlesque Blokes was one of the four finalist projects that pitched at AIDC held in Melbourne on 4 March 
2019. The other finalists included Cleaning Trauma, a confronting insight into the inner workings of 
Melbourne’s most successful trauma cleaning business; General Hercules, about a gold prospector searching 
in isolation for his fortune in the desert outside of Kalgoorlie, while nearby a mix of locals and FIFO workers 
operate Australia's largest open pit mine; and Boxed In, about an ex-cage fighter who fronts the local drug 
epidemic head on by teaching kids at risk the discipline of Muay Thai Boxing on the banks of the Murray River. 
 
2018’s winner of Pitch Australiana, Shooting Cats: Australia’s War on Feral Cats, was directed by Inday Ford 
and produced by Dylan Blowen. The observational documentary started an important conversation and 
explores the catastrophic impact feral cats have on Australian wildlife and the complexities 
environmentalists face in their attempt to find solutions to this epidemic. The project which was released in 
November 2018 has had over 700,000 views on VICE’s YouTube channel. 
 
ABOUT VICE 
 
VICE is the world’s preeminent youth media company and content creation studio. Born in 1994 – with 
Australia the third country to launch – VICE now operates in over 30 countries and distributes its programming 
to viewers across digital, linear, mobile, film and socials. VICE includes an international network of digital 
channels; a television and feature film production studio; a TV network, SBS VICELAND in partnership with 
SBS; a magazine; a record label; an in-house creative services agency; and a book-publishing division. 
 
VICE Australia has won a number of brand defining awards, including Media Brand of the Year (B&T 2017), 
Brand of the Year and Branded Content Studio of the Year (Publish 2017) and Content Company of the Year 
(BEFEST 2017) and more – alongside nominations at the Young Walkley's. VICE’s award-winning programming 
has been recognised by the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, Peabody Awards, Sundance Film Festival, 
Cannes Lions, Webby Awards, among others. 
 
ABOUT AIDC 
 
Established in 1987, the Australian International Documentary Conference (AIDC) is Australia’s premier event 
for the documentary, factual and non-fiction screen media industry. Held annually in Melbourne and 
featuring a four-day international marketplace, forum and screening program, AIDC provides storytellers, 
broadcasters and entrepreneurs with the opportunity to learn, make connections, and participate in a range 
of project pitching and marketplace initiatives. A not-for-profit organisation, AIDC is committed to 
connecting creators, purveyors and viewers of nonfiction screen media in ways that promote industry 
sustainability, inspire creativity and ignite social change. www.aidc.com.au  
 
Screen Australia Media Contact: 
Jessica Parry 
Senior Publicist 
+61 428 767 836 
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VICE Australia Media Contact: 
Josh Gardiner 
Head of Communications 
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josh.gardiner@vice.com  
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