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 Five Australian films selected for 2017 Toronto International Film Festival 

 
Wednesday 23 August 2017: An additional two Australian films have been added to the Toronto 
International Film Festival’s (TIFF) 2017 program, 1% and The Butterfly Tree, screening in the Discovery 
program which showcases the work of emerging filmmakers. The announcement completes the line-up of 
Australian films at this year’s festival, including previously announced titles Breath, Sweet Country and 
Cocaine Prison.   
 
“TIFF’s Discovery program can launch the international careers of first-time directors and so I’m thrilled to 
see Stephen McCallum and Priscilla Cameron’s outstanding films selected,” said Graeme Mason, Screen 
Australia’s CEO. “As well as showcasing the strength of our Australian screen creatives, the five films 
featured by TIFF reflect the diversity of stories we now tell, from a period Western set on the Northern 
Territory frontier, to a coming-of-age drama that embodies the beauty and danger of the West Australian 
coastline.” 
 
The feature directorial debut from Stephen McCallum, 1%, with a script by Matt Nable, will have its world 
premiere in Discovery. In this crime drama the vice president of an outlaw motorcycle gang has to betray his 
president to save his brother, resulting in civil war. The film features an outstanding cast including Ryan 
Corr, Abbey Lee, Matt Nable, Simone Kessell, Josh McConville and Aaron Pedersen.  
 
Produced by Jamie Hilton and Michael Pontin at See Pictures, 1% was financed by Screenwest and Lottery 
West, Ticket to Ride Films, Spectrum Films, Head Gear Films and Red Apple Camera Rentals, with completion 
funding from Screen Australia. International sales are being handled by Celluloid Dreams and the film will be 
distributed in Australia by Icon Films. 
 
Stephen McCallum said: “I’m thrilled that 1% will have its world premiere at the Toronto International Film 
Festival. It’s a dream come true to share this visceral Australian story of loyalty, brotherhood and betrayal at 
such a prestigious event.” 
 
The Butterfly Tree, the feature debut from writer/director Priscilla Cameron, had its world premiere at 
Melbourne International Film Festival earlier this month, and will have its international premiere at TIFF in 
Discovery. Starring Melissa George, Ewen Leslie, Ed Oxenbould and Sophie Lowe, The Butterfly Tree tells the 
story of Evelyn, an ex-burlesque queen, who bewitches single dad Al and his teenage son Fin with her zest for 
life. 
 
The Butterfly Tree was produced by Bridget Callow-Wright and financed by Screen Queensland, Cowlick 
Entertainment Group, MIFF Premiere Fund, Film Victoria, The Post Lounge and Vendetta Productions. 
 
Priscilla Cameron said: “We are absolutely thrilled to launch The Butterfly Tree internationally at such a 
prestigious festival. It is an honour to be selected for Toronto and we look forward to embracing the 
opportunities that this level of exposure offers.” 
 
Previously announced Australian films at TIFF this year are: the world premiere of Simon Baker’s Breath 
based on Tim Winton’s award-winning novel of the same name, in Contemporary World Cinema; the North 
American premiere of Sweet Country, the highly-anticipated feature from Cannes Caméra d'Or-winning 
director Warwick Thornton, in Platform; and Violeta Ayala’s documentary Cocaine Prison, which was filmed 
inside Bolivia’s notorious San Sebastian jail, in TIFF Docs.  
 
Other Australian talent featured in foreign films at TIFF throughout the Gala and Special Presentation 
sections include: Ben Mendelsohn (Darkest Hour); Margot Robbie, Bojana Novakovic and director Craig 
Gillespie (I, Tonya); Jordan Rodrigues and Danielle McDonald (Lady Bird); Travis Fimmel (Lean on Pete); 
David Valencia (Loving Pablo); writer Emma Jensen and executive producer Rebecca Miller (Mary Shelley); 
Jason Clarke (Mudbound); Bella Heathcoate (Professor Marston & the Wonder Women); producer Cameron 
Lamb and executive producer Andrew Banks (Submergence); Nicole Kidman (The Upside); Abbie Cornish and 
Samara Weaving (Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri); and writer/director/producer Matthew Newton 
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(Who We Are Now). In addition, Lucinda Armstrong Hall stars in Porcupine Lake in Contemporary World 
Cinema.  
The Toronto International Film Festival runs from 7 September to 17 September 2017. 
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