SCREEN AUSTRALIA

INDUSTRY SUPPORT PROGRAMS

STAGE 2 REVIEW
Respondent

The Other Film Festival

Key area of interest

Festivals (Industry and Cultural Development) 

Background

The Other Film Festival is Australia’s only disability film festival. It is presented by Arts Access Victoria and has been running biennially since 2004.

The festival screens Australian and international cinema that reveals the experience of disability. The festival is also committed to exemplary levels of access to the cinema experience for all members of the community. 

In addition to delivering a five-day festival in 2008, The Other Film Festival (in partnership with the Office for Disability and Media Access Australia) delivered an industry forum for peak film agencies, distributors and exhibitors to explore the future of cinema accessibility.

The Other Film Festival has received ICD New Projects funding for all three festivals (2004, 2006, 2008). 

Recommendations

1. That the new ICD funding guidelines for festivals include specific funding provisions to support film festivals to deliver and promote Captioning and Audio Description of their screening program.

2. That Screen Australia festival funding guidelines encourage all applicant festivals to improve their accessibility. For example, by designing marketing collateral (printed programs, promotional materials, email and web presence) using minimum point size for text, providing the festival programs in alternative formats and providing Captioning and Audio Description in any audio-visual content in Screen Australia-funded festivals, events and publications.

3. That festivals are encouraged to screen captioned versions of all English language films, particularly recent Australian features. This would add value to the current production funding initiative for the captioning of all Australian features produced with Screen Australia funding. It worth noting that festival audiences are more ready to accept captioning, as they are familiar with seeing subtitled foreign language films. 

4. That Screen Australia consult with The Other Film Festival when formulating policy concerning the accessibility film festival and cinema, including physical access.

5. That Screen Australia examine ways to support the telling of engaging and authentic Australian stories about the experience of disability. 

6. That Screen Australia encourage and support ICD project officers to attend the festivals for whose funding they are responsible.

Contact

Rick Randall

Festival Director

The Other Film Festival

Email: rrandall@artsaccess.com.au
Mobile: 0413 667 900

Internet: www.otherfilmfestival.com
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