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Screen Australia reserves the right to change its program guidelines. Applicants 
should check the website for the latest version. These guidelines should be read 
in conjunction with Screen Australia’s Terms of Trade, Information for Applicants 
and Information for Recipients on Screen Australia’s website. 

If applicants have accessibility requirements relating to submitting an 
application, they may contact Screen Australia’s Program Operations team via 
email at documentary@screenaustralia.gov.au  or phone 1800 507 901 for 
assistance. 
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1. About this funding program 

1.1. Overview 

Screen Australia’s Above the Line Documentary Accelerator program is 
designed to develop outstanding documentary concepts for heritage, streamer 
and direct to audience platforms. The program will support up to ten (10) mid-
career practitioners from around Australia to hone their producing skills, 
garnering experience across project ideation and development, while also 
building local and international industry networks. 

Above the Line Documentary Accelerator will include a series of masterclasses, 
audience insight and project ideation sessions, and pitch training, cultivating a 
wide range of skills required to create successful documentaries in the local and 
international landscape.  

The program will be run by Fatima Salaria, a globally renowned and respected 
creative leader, and will take place in Melbourne, from 1-20 November 2026. 

 
Above the Line Documentary Accelerator aims: 
 
In line with Screen Australia’s Corporate Plan, Above the Line Documentary 
Accelerator is designed to: 

• Empower participants with knowledge, insights, and resources to stay 
ahead in a dynamic market. 

• Build capacity in developing and pitching sellable innovative ideas with 
real market potential.  

• Strengthen industry connections and opportunities for Australian 
producers at both a local and international level. 

The workshop will focus on everything from idea generation to crafting polished 
pitches through a series of masterclasses, task-based learning exercises, 
practical writing sessions, and one-on-one mentorship. 
 

About Fatima Salaria 

Fatima Salaria is Head of Factual at Dancing Ledge Productions, one of the UK’s 
most prestigious production companies, where she is spearheading the 
expansion of the company’s factual and factual drama slate. She is the former 
Managing Director of Naked Television, where she oversaw a wide-ranging and 
distinctive slate spanning premium documentaries including Charles Bronson: Fit 
to Be Free, Brian Cox: How We Earn and Spend, and Planet Sex with Cara 
Delevingne. 

Prior to Naked Television, Fatima was Head of Specialist Factual at Channel 4, 
where she commissioned acclaimed series across history, science, religion, and 

https://www.dancingledgeproductions.co.uk/


current affairs. Earlier in her career, she was a Commissioning Editor at the BBC, 
where she developed projects with an eye for underrepresented voices and 
innovative storytelling. 

She currently serves as Executive Chair of the Edinburgh TV Festival, 
championing talent development and diversity across the industry.  
 

1.2. Available funding/support 

Up to ten (10) mid-career documentary producer and/or directors will be 
selected to attend an exclusive three-week workshop in person in Melbourne run 
by Fatima Salaria and facilitated by Screen Australia.  
 
As participation in person in Melbourne is a requirement of the program, 
successful applicants residing outside of Melbourne (VIC) will receive:  
 

• One return economy flight (domestic only) 
• Accommodation for the duration of the program  
• A stipend to cover the workshop.  

 
Should you require further assistance for carers’ and/or accessibility costs, to 
enable you to attend the workshop, this may also be arranged. 
 
 
2. Inclusive Storytelling  

For Australian screen content to effectively deliver cultural and economic 
benefits, it must speak to, and be for, all Australians. A range of ideas and a 
diverse workforce will enhance the Australian screen industry, making it more 
relevant to Australian audiences and more competitive internationally. 

Screen Australia is committed to building equity, diversity, inclusion and 
accessibility into its programs and into our engagement with the community, 
with the aim of ensuring that the stories being told on screen are authentic and 
reflect the diversity of people and experiences within Australian society, both in 
front of, and behind the screen.  

Screen Australia encourages applications from applicants from all backgrounds, 
cultures, and experiences. In particular, the agency welcomes applications from 
under-represented groups. 

Screen Australia strives to make its programs accessible by removing barriers 
for people who are d/Deaf, disabled and/or those from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

Screen Australia expects applicants to consider accessibility at all stages of 
their projects (for example, by engaging an access coordinator to support cast 
and crew) and to conduct their activities in accordance with best practice and 



their obligations under relevant legislation including the Racial Discrimination Act 
1975 (Cth) and the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (Cth). 

 

3. Eligibility 

Applicants and projects must meet Screen Australia’s Terms of Trade, any 
general eligibility or other requirements set out on Screen Australia’s website 
(see Information for Applicants and Information for Recipients), as well as the 
specific eligibility criteria set out in these guidelines.  

Specific requirements apply to projects being developed in the workshop which 
involve First Nations community participation or content.  

Specific requirements may also apply to projects being developed in the 
workshop which involve community participation or content with the following 
communities: d/Deaf, disabled, culturally and linguistically diverse, LGBTQIA+, or 
those from other under-represented groups.  

3.1 Applicant Eligibility  

To be eligible for this program:  

• an applicant applying with a company, must:  
o be an incorporated company carrying on business in Australia, with 

its central management and control in Australia; 
o have an Australian Business Number (ABN);  
o and be registered for the purposes of GST if required by law. 

 
• an applicant applying as a sole trader must: 

o be an Australian citizen or Australian permanent resident (holding a 
permanent visa);   

o have an Australian Business Number (ABN);  
o and otherwise meet Screen Australia’s Terms of Trade. 

The applicant must be a documentary producer and/or director with a minimum 
of two (2) credits (publicly screened within the last five years) across feature 
documentary, a television one-off, or a television series. 

 

3.2 Ineligible Entities 

The following types of entities are not eligible to apply for this funding program:  

• Commonwealth, state, territory or local government agencies or bodies;  
• and any organisations that are otherwise excluded pursuant to the 

Information for Applicants. 

 
3.3 Additional Eligibility Criteria         

https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/terms-of-trade/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-applicants/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-recipients/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/first-nations-content/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/terms-of-trade/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-applicants/


 
All participants must be available in person in Melbourne for the entire duration 
of the workshop from 9AM Sunday 1st November to 5PM Friday 20 November 
2026.  
 
Please note dates are subject to change. 
 
4. Application Process 

Before applying, applicants must read and understand these guidelines, Screen 
Australia’s Terms of Trade, Information for Applicants, Information for 
Recipients, and preview the application form on SmartyGrants. 

4.1. How to apply 

Applications close 5pm AEST on Thursday 13 August 2026 and can be made 
through the Screen Australia application portal.  
 
4.2. Application Form 

Through the application form, applicants must:  

• provide all the information requested and answer the application 
questions;  

• address all eligibility criteria and assessment criteria;  
• and include all required supporting materials.  

4.3. Required materials 

Applicants are required to upload the following supporting materials with their 
application form:  
 

• A Participant Statement, up to two (2) pages, outlining: 
o the suitability of the applicant to the program; 
o what they wish to gain from the program; 
o why it aligns with their career goals; and 
o what strengths the applicant would bring to the program. 

• A Resume including all relevant credits. 
• Links to all relevant work.  

 
5. Assessment 

5.1. Assessment process 

Once submitted, the Program Operations team at Screen Australia will review 
each application to determine eligibility and ensure that required materials have 
been submitted. A member of the team may contact the applicant if there are 
questions regarding submission materials or eligibility. Once eligibility is 
confirmed, the applicant will receive an email advising that their application has 
moved to assessment. 

https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/terms-of-trade/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-applicants/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-recipients/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-recipients/
https://screenaustraliafunding.smartygrants.com.au/


Applications are assessed against the published criteria by Screen Australia, 
with industry specialists as required. 

All applications involving First Nations participation will be assessed or co-
assessed by First Nations Assessors. 

Projects involving representation of communities and culture may be assessed 
by Specialist or Cultural Assessors. 
 
5.2. Assessment criteria 

Applications will be assessed against the aims of the program, the following 
equally weighted criteria, against other applications in the round and in the 
context of Screen Australia’s Terms of Trade: 

• Relevance. The quality and relevance of the applicant’s experience in 
relation to this program;  

• Articulation. Articulation of what the applicant wishes to gain from 
participating in the program and how this will align with their career goals 
and objectives;  

• Strengths. The quality of the strengths the applicant brings to the 
program. 

 
Other factors may be considered including the: 

• availability of funds; 
• range of applicants in receipt of production funding from Screen 

Australia, inclusive of applicant, applicant company, and geographic 
diversity. 

 
5.3. Decision and notification 

 
Applicants will be advised of the outcome by Friday 25 September 2026.  
 
Screen Australia acknowledges and appreciates the effort that goes into 
applications, but due to the high volume of applications anticipated to be 
received, will not be able to provide individual feedback to applicants.  
 
Decisions on applications are final. 
 
 
6. Successful applicants 

6.1. Contracting 

If a project is approved, the applicant will receive an approval email with 
information about the contracting process and any applicable conditions.  

https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/terms-of-trade/


6.2. Terms of Funding 

Successful applicants will enter into a Participant Attendance Agreement with 
Screen Australia which will outline the terms of attendance of the Above the 
Line documentary accelerator program.  

 
7. Other Resources 

Further information about Screen Australia funding and resources to assist with 
submitting an application is available on Screen Australia’s website:  

• Terms of Trade 
• Information for Applicants 
• Information for Recipients  
• Pathways and Protocols 

 
8. Contact 

If applicants have any further questions after reviewing these guidelines, the 
application form, and other available resources, they may contact Screen 
Australia’s Program Operations on 1800 507 901 or via email at  
documentary@screenaustralia.gov.au.  

Please note that Screen Australia is unable to provide creative advice or 
suggestions to strengthen an application. 

9. Privacy 

Screen Australia collects personal information from individuals in different 
ways, including via funding applications, acquittal reports, or supporting 
material supplied with forms. Screen Australia will handle any personal 
information provided in connection with a funding application in accordance with 
its Privacy Notice relating to funding applications and its Privacy Policy. 

https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/terms-of-trade/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/terms-of-trade/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-applicants/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-applicants/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-recipients/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/information-for-recipients/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/pathways-and-protocols-a-filmmakers-guide/
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/doing-business-with-us/pathways-and-protocols-a-filmmakers-guide/
mailto:documentary@screenaustralia.gov.au
https://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/corporate-documents/policies/privacy/privacy-notice/
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